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DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 

Department  of  the  Army,  Corps  of 
Engineers 
[EP  1166-2-501) 

CIVIL  WORKS  PROGRAM 

Environmental  Policies,  Objectives,  and 
Guidelines;  Revision 

On  October  29,  1976,  the  Office  of 
the  Chief  of  Engineers  published  a  sum¬ 
mary  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers’  environ¬ 
mental  policies,  objectives,  and  guide¬ 
lines  for  the  CivU  Works  program.  The 
revision  updates  an  earlier  version  of 
November,  1970,  issued  shortly  after 
the  enactment  of  Pub.  L.  91—190,  the 
National  Environmental  Policy  Act  of 
1969.  The  revision  includes  a  section 
on  the  Corps  of  Engineers  expanded 
regulatory  role  and  reflects  other 
legislative  and  executive  authorities 
enacted  since  1970,  Including  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  “nonstructural”  alterna¬ 
tives  in  preventing  flood  damage,  in¬ 
creased  public  Involvement  in  the 
planning  process,  and  the  new  direc¬ 
tions  in  environmental  planning  adopted 
by  the  President  in  the  form  of  the 
"Principles  and  Standards  for  Planning 
Water  and  Related  Land  Resources”, 
published  by  the  U.S.  Water  Resources 
Coimcil. 

The  Chief  of  Engineers  is  publishing 
the  revised  pamphlet  in  its  entirety  in 
the  Federal  Register  in  order  to  make 
the  public  aware  of  the  environmental 
policies,  objectives  and  guidelines  under 
which  the  Corps  of  Engineers  will  con¬ 
duct  its  Civil  Works  program.  The  Chief 
of  Engineers  welcomes  public  comment 
on  the  pamphlet^  Comments  may  be 
sent  to  the  following  address: 

Office  (rf  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  Department 
of  the  Army,  ATTN :  DAEN-CWZ-P,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.0. 20314. 

Copies  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers 
pamphlet  entitled  “Environmental  Poli¬ 
cies,  Objectives,  and  Guidelines  for  the 
ClvU  Works  Program  of  the  Corps  of 
Engineers”,  may  be  obtained  from  the 
same  address. 

Dated:  October  6, 1976. 

J.  W.  Morris, 

Lieutenant  General. 

Chief  of  Engineers. 

Department  of  the  Army 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS 

Washington,  D.C.  20314 

Water  Resources  Policies  and 
Authorities 

ENVIRONMENTAL  POLICIES,  OBJECTIVES,  AND 
GUIDELINES  FOR  THE  CIVIL  WORKS  PRO¬ 
GRAM  OF  THE  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 

1.  Purpose.  This  pamphlet  provides  a 
summary  of  the  environmental  policies, 
objectives,  and  guidelines  for  the  Civil 
Works  Program.  By  way  of  this  pam¬ 
phlet  *  the  Cfliief  of  Engineers  Intends  to 
communicate  to  all  Corps  personnel  and 


I  This  pamphlet  supersedee  ER  1166-2- 
600,  dated  November  30, 1970. 


to  the  public  the  fundamental  principles 
governing  the  Con»  of  Engineers  im¬ 
plementation  of  statutes  and  executive 
guidelines  concerning  the  environment. 

2.  Applicability.  This  pamphlet  is  ap¬ 
plicable  to  all  OCE  elements  and  all  field 
operating  agencies  having  Civil  Works 
responsibilities. 

3.  References.  Appendix  B  lists  ap¬ 
propriate  environmental  statutes,  exec¬ 
utive  guidelines,  and  Federal  regulations. 

4.  The  Corps  of  Engineers  and  the 
Environment.  The  U.S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers  will  continue  to  implement 
vigorously  the  National  Environmental 
Policy  Act  of  1969,  other  environmental 
statutes,  and  environmental  guidelines 
of  the  Executive  Branch  of  government, 
in  accomplishing  its  Civil  Works  mis¬ 
sions.  The  piolicies,  objectives,  and  guide¬ 
lines  contained  in  this  pamphlet  have 
been  or  wiU  be  incorporated  into  ap¬ 
propriate  Engineer  Regulations  to  as¬ 
sure  full  consideration  of  the  environ¬ 
ment  in  planning,  development,  and 
management  of  water  and  related  land 
resources. 

5.  Revision  of  Pamphlet.  This  pam¬ 
phlet  is  a  revision  of  an  earlier  edition 
published  in  1970  and  reflects  changes 
and  additions  since  that  date.  As  stat¬ 
utes  and  executive  guidelines  are 
amended  in  the  future,  or  as  experience 
suggests  changes  in  the  Corps  of  Engi¬ 
neers  implementing  regulations,  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  will  again  revise  this 
pamphlet.  The  Chief  of  Engineers  in¬ 
vites  Corps  personnel  and  the  public  to 
comment  on  the  policies,  objectives  and 
guidelines  contained  in  the  pamphlet 
for  consideration  in  subsequent  revi¬ 
sions.  Comments  may  be  submitted  to 
HQDA  (DAEN-CWZ-?)  WASH  DC 
20314. 

For  the  Chief  of  Engineers. 

Russell  J.  Lamp, 
Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
Executive. 

Appendix  A — Environmental  Policies,  Ob¬ 
jectives  AND  Guidelines  fob  the  Civil 
Works  Program  of  the  UA.  Armt  Corps 
OF  Engineers 
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Mission 

The  Chief  of  Engineers  manages  and  exe¬ 
cutes  the  Civil  Works  Program  of  the  Corps 
of  Engineers  under  the  direction  and  super¬ 
vision  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Army.  The 
Corps  of  Engineers  has  responsibility  for:  in- 
.  vestlgatlng,  developing,  and  maintaining  the 
Nation's  water  and  related  land  resources; 
oonstructlng  and  operating  projects  for  navi¬ 
gation,  flood  control,  major  drainage,  shore 
and  beach  restoration  and  protection,  hurri¬ 
cane  flood  protection,  hydroelectric  power 
production,  water  supply,  water  quality  con¬ 


trol,  flsh  and  wildlife  conservation  and  en¬ 
hancement,  and  outdoor  recreation;  support. 
Ing  emergency  relief  activities  directed  by 
other  Federal  agencies;  administering  laws 
for  tbe  protection  and  preservation  of  navi¬ 
gable  waters  and  for  emergency  flood  control 
and  shore  protection;  and  conducting  re¬ 
search  and  development  related  to  ‘Civil 
Works  planning,  de^n,  construction,  opera¬ 
tion  and  maintenance,  and  regulatory  ac¬ 
tivities. 

The  environmental  mission  of  the  Corps 
of  Engineers  is  to  carry  out  the  mandate  of 
the  “National  Environmental  Policy  Act  of 
1969'*  to  “*  *  •  encourage  productive  and  en¬ 
joyable  harmony  between  man  and  his  en¬ 
vironment;  to  promote  efforts  which  will  pre¬ 
vent  or  eliminate  damage  to  the  environment 
and  biosphere  and  stimulate  the  health  and 
welfare  of  man;  to  enrich  the  understanding 
of  the  eccdoglcal  systems  and  natural  re¬ 
sources  Important  to  the  Nation;''  and  as  fur¬ 
ther  defined  In  Section  101(a)  “*  *  *  to  use 
all  practicable  means  and  measures,  includ¬ 
ing  financial  and  technical  assistance,  in  a 
manner  calculated  to  foster  and  promote  the 
general  welfare,  to  create  and  maintain  con¬ 
ditions  imder  which  man  and  nature  can 
exist  in  productive  harmony,  and  fulfill  the 
social,  economic,  and  other  requirements  of 
present  and  future  generations  of  Ameri¬ 
cans.'' 

Policy 

Tbe  Corps  of  Engineers  will  conduct  the 
Civil  Works  Program  in  accordance  with  tbe 
following  overall  environmental  policies: 

a.  We  will  consider  carefully  and  seek  to 
balance  the  environmental  and  developmen¬ 
tal  needs  of  our  Nation  in  full  compliance 
with  the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act 
of  1969  and  other  environmental  authorities 
promulgated  by  Congress  and  the  Executive 
Branch. 

b.  The  Corps  will  follow  a  systematic.  In¬ 
terdisciplinary  approach  to  problem  solving. 

c.  We  will  examine  and  evaluate  environ¬ 
mental  values  carefully  when  studying  al¬ 
ternative  means  of  meeting  the  competing 
demands  generated  by  human  needs. 

d.  Our  planners  will  find  the  best  solu¬ 
tions  meeting  tbe  needs  and  aspirations  of 
the  people  we  serve,  not  merely  determine 
whether  a  specific  engineering  solution  is 
economically  justified. 

e.  We  will  bring  the  best  available  envi¬ 
ronmental  knowledge  and  Insight  to  bear 
on  the  planning,  development,  and  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  Nation's  water  and  related  land 
resources. 

f.  We  will  give  environmental  values  equal 
consideration  with  economic,  social,  and 
engineering  factors  to  Insure  decisions  in 
the  public  interest. 

g.  Our  planners  and  decision  makers  will 
consider  all  practicable  means  and  measures. 
Including  “no  development”  and  “non-struc- 
tural”  plans  with  a  view  to  selecting  the 
solution  that  can  best  satisfy  identified  needs 
while  at  the  same  time  protecting,  preserv¬ 
ing,  and  enhancing  the  quality  of  the  envi¬ 
ronment,  feetorlng  environmental  quality 
previously  lost,  and  minimizing  and  miti¬ 
gating  unavoidable  adverse  effects. 

h.  We  will  make  every  effort  to  ensure  that 
resource  options  are  kept  open  for  future 
generations. 

1.  Corps  officials  will  undertake  early  and 
continuing  interchange  of  views  with  local, 
State,  and  other  Federal  agencies,  and  the 
affected  and  other  Interested  publics. 

j.  We  will  encourage  broad  public  par¬ 
ticipation  In  defining  environmental  quality 
objectives  and  elicit  public  expression  of 
needs  and  expectations. 

k.  Our  field, executives  will  provide  to  gov¬ 
ernmental  agencies  and  the  public  timely 
Information  tm  the  social,  economic,  and 
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environmental  considerations  involved  be> 
fore  making  recommendations. 

l.  We  will  identify  and  make  provisions 
for  preserving  unique  cultural  and  biological 
resources,  sucb  as  historic  and  archeological 
sites  and  threatened,  Midangered,  and  other¬ 
wise  significant  species  and  their  habitats. 

m.  The  Corps  will  use  its  regulatory  au¬ 
thorities  to  protect  the  waters  of  the  United 
States  and  their  contiguous  wetlands  and 
will  apply  to  its  own  activities  the  same  en¬ 
vironmental  criteria  that  apply  to  regulated 
activities. 

n.  We  will  review  periodically,  with  inter¬ 
ested  publics,  the  operation  and  maintenance 
of  completed  projects  to  assure  that  envi¬ 
ronmental  quality  exists  consistent  with 
project  purposes,  and  will  formulate  actions 
to  Improve  environmental  quality  where 
necessEuy. 

*  Objectives 

Implicit  in  this  policy  are  four  general  en¬ 
vironmental  objectives: 

a.  To  preserve  unique  and  important  eco¬ 
logical,  aesthetic,  and  cultural  values  of  our 
national  heritage. 

b.  To  conserve  and  use  wisely  the  natural 
resources  of  our  nation  for  the  benefit  of 
present  and  future  generations. 

c.  To  restore,  maintain,  and  enhance,  the 
natural  and  man-made  environment  in  terms 
of  its  productivity,  variety,  spaciousness, 
beauty,  and  other  measures  of  quality. 

d.  To  create  new  opportunities  for  the 
American  people  to  use  and  enjoy  their 
environment. 

Guidelines 

These  objectives  translate  into  environ¬ 
mental  guidelines  governing  the  Ckirps  of 
Engineers  Civil  Works  Program  in  terms  of 
public  participation,  planning,  design,  con¬ 
struction,  operations,  and  regulatory  func¬ 
tions. 

THE  CORPS  AND  THE  PUBLIC 

The  Civil  Works  Program  will  be  conducted 
in  an  atmosphere  of  public  participation, 
trust,  and  mutual  cooperation.  As  a  public 
agency,  the  Corps  responds  to  the  public  in¬ 
terest.  That  interest  synthesizes  many  needs, 
desires,  and  aspirations.  It  finds  expression 
in  the  views  of  individuals  and  groups  and 
their  representatives  at  local.  State  and  Fed¬ 
eral  levels  of  government.  The  Corps  of  Engi¬ 
neers  has  an  obligation  to  seek  these  views 
and  to  accommodate  them  insofar  as  pos¬ 
sible.  There  is  an  equal  obligation  to  provide 
Information  to  those  who  express  their  views, 
BO  that  they  can  participate  effectively  in 
the  planning  process. 

Public  involvement  in  Civil  Works  requires 
a  fiow  of  information  between  planners  and 
the  public.  It  assures  that  Corps  actions 
respond  to  public  needs  and  preferences.  To 
secure  effective  public  involvement  in  Civil 
works  projects  the  Corps  of  Engineers  will: 

a.  Open  and  maintain  channels  of  com¬ 
munication  with  the  public; 

b.  Encourage  public  understanding  of 
Federal,  regional.  State  and  local  responsi¬ 
bilities,  laws,  authorities,  and  procedures 
in  conducting  water  resources  planning 
studies  and  Implementing  water  resources 
programs; 

c.  Present  information  which  will  pro- 
fnote  public  understanding  of  water  re¬ 
sources  problems,  needs,  opportunities,  and 
objectives; 

d.  Seek  out  the  public’s  views  and  com¬ 
ments  on  problems,  needs,  alternative  solu¬ 
tions  and  related  impacts,  and  possible  Fed¬ 
eral  action; 

e.  Give  full  consideration  to  public  needs 
and  preferences  in  all  Corps  activities. 

PLANNING 

Planning  is  a  systematic  analysis  of  prob¬ 
lems  and  formulation  of  alternative  boIu- 


tions  to  determine  the  best  overall  solution 
In  the  pubUo  Interest. 

The  object  planning  Is  to  produce  Im- 
plementable  plans  to  solve  problems  whether 
or  not  there  Is  a  Corps  role  In  the  implemen¬ 
tation.  The  Initiation  of  a  study  does  not 
preordain  the  undertaking  of  a  project.  Ka- 
vironmental  values  must  receive  coaeidera- 
tlon  equal  to  that  given  social,  economic, 
and  engineering  values  In  the  planning  proc¬ 
ess.  In  no  ease  will  adverse  environmental 
effects  be  Igncned  or  slighted  In  an  attempt 
to  Justify  an  action  previously  recommeiMked 
or  currently  supported.  Conversely,  neither 
favorable  nor  unfavorable  effects  shall  oe 
overstated. 

The  Corps  will  consider  a  wide  range  of 
alternative  plans  la  addressing  water  re¬ 
sources  problems  and  needs.  These  plans  will 
include  “no-development”  plans,  which  seek 
to  preclude  any  significant  form  of  physical 
development  or  constnKtlon,  and  “non- 
structural”  plans,  which  emphasize  manage¬ 
ment  measures  rather  than  physical  ones. 
In  particular,  we  will  consider  non-struc- 
tural  flood  control  measures  to  modify  flood- 
damage  susceptibility  by  land  use  adjust¬ 
ments  and  emergency  preparedness,  as  well 
as  conventional  structures  such  as  levees  and 
reservoirs  to  modify  the  flooding  itself. 

The  multiobjective  planning  procedures 
established  tmder  Principles  and  Standards 
for  Planning  Water  and  Related  Land  Re¬ 
sources  prescribed  by  the  Wato*  Resources 
Council  (38  FR  24778)  will  be  followed.  Na¬ 
tional  Economic  Development  (NED)  and  En¬ 
vironmental  Quality  (EQ)  will  be  consid¬ 
ered  as  equal  national  objectives.  NED  is 
achieved  by  increasing  the  value  of  the  na¬ 
tion’s  output  of  goods  and  services  and  im¬ 
proving  national  economic  efficiency;  EQ  is 
achieved  by  the  management,  conservation, 
preservation,  creation,  restoration,  or  im¬ 
provement  of  the  quality  of  certain  natural 
and  cultural  resources  and  ecological  sys¬ 
tems. 

During  all  phases  of  the  planning  process, 
careful  consideration  will  be  given  to  recog¬ 
nized  authorities,  responsible  -professional 
Judgments,  and  other  public  expressions  on 
environmental  aspects,  including,  but  not 
limited  to,  water  and  air  quality,  fish  and 
wildlife  resources,  endangered  species,  aes¬ 
thetic  values,  and  cultural  resources,  such  as 
archeological  sites,  historic  places,  and  re¬ 
sources  remnants  with  scientific  and  educa¬ 
tional  uses. 

In  meeting  the  essential  elements  of  a 
sound  iterative  planning  process  planners 
will: 

a.  Plan  with  an  interdisciplinary  team 
composed  of  individuals  who  represent  a 
broad  scope  of  expertise; 

b.  Identify  problems  and  needs  through 
public  participation; 

c.  Identify  and  list  features  or  conditions 
which  should  be  enhanced,  protected,  pre¬ 
served,  restored,  or  developed; 

d.  Formulate  a  wide  range  of  alternatives 
to  achieve  the  objections  of  economic  de¬ 
velopment  and  environmental  quality; 

e.  Early  in  the  planning  process,  prepare 
environmental,  social  and  economic  assess¬ 
ments  for  evaluating  alternative  plans  and 
for  developing  planning  documents,  includ¬ 
ing  environmental  statements  required  by 
NEPA; 

f.  Present  alternative  proposals  to  the 
public  which  will  be  feasible  of  implementa¬ 
tion; 

g.  Seek  to  reduce  or  eliminate  significant 
adverse  effects  on  the  environment  by  modi¬ 
fying  the  alternatives  considered  for  im¬ 
plementation  to  the  extent  feasible,  in  order 
to  provide  partial  or  full  solutions  to  identi¬ 
fied  problems  and  needs; 

h.  Select  f<^  implementation  the  plan  best 
representing  the  public  interest  as  a  result 
of  evaluating  all  pertinent  factors. 


ADVANCE  XNGINZESING  AND  DESIGN 

Detailed  engineering  and  design  will  carry 
the  selected  plan  toward  construction.  ’The 
first  phase  will  determine  any  changes  to  be 
made  and  what  effects  they  might  have  on 
the  objectives  of  the  selected  plan.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  guidelines  apply  to  this  phase: 

a.  Reevaluate  me  findings,  conclusions, 
and  recommendations  developed  during  pre- 
authorization  planning  (including  author¬ 
isation  recommendations)  in  the  light  ot 
current  environmental  objectives  and  pro¬ 
grams. 

b.  Consult  with  other  governmental  agen¬ 
cies  and  the  public,  keeping  them  fully  and 
continuously  informed  of  progress,  and  ob¬ 
taining.  considering  and  using  their  ideas, 
views,  and  recommendations. 

c.  Integrate  specific  environmental  con¬ 
siderations  into  the  planning  and  design  of 
all  project  features  to  insure  that  qualita¬ 
tive  values  associated  with  the  project  are 
enhanced,  preserved,  or  maintained. 

d.  Insure  the  evaluation  of  fish  and  wild¬ 
life  habitats,  particularly  those  that  are  criti¬ 
cal  to  threatened  and  endangered  or  other¬ 
wise  significant  species,  taking  appropriate 
action  to  comply  with  pertinent  laws  and 
the  fish  and  wildlife  provisions  of  the  au¬ 
thorized  plan. 

e.  Attempt  to  mitigate  unavoidable  dis¬ 
ruptions. 

f.  Make  the  project  as  aesthetically  pleas¬ 
ing  as  possible,  seeking  to  harmonize  its 
features  with  the  surrounding  natural  and 
man-made  environment. 

g.  Review  and  keep  current  the  environ¬ 
mental  assessment  and,  if  needed,  update, 
supplement  or  revise  the  environmental  im¬ 
pact  statements. 

h.  Insure  that  all  known  cultural,  histori¬ 
cal  and  archeological  features,  altea,  struc¬ 
tures  or  artifacts  are  inventoried  and  evalu¬ 
ated. 

1.  Prepare  a  project  Master  Plan  for  de¬ 
veloping  and  administering  project  resources. 

CONSTRUCTION 

During  construction  the  following  envi¬ 
ronmental  guidelines  will  apply: 

a.  Maintain  a  dialog  with  the  public  to 
foster  understanding  and  reduce  the  impact 
of  construction  operations. 

b.  Review  the  environmental  assessments 
and  impact  statement  and  revise  as  required. 

c.  Ensure  that  plant  layout,  locations  of 
construction  roads,  and  equipment  areas 
minimize  damage  to  the  natural  environ¬ 
ment  and  impact  on  the  public. 

d.  Prevent  unnecessary  destruction  of  veg¬ 
etation,  construction  scars,  and  other  disrup¬ 
tions  of  the  site. 

e.  Protect  from  damage  known  historical, 
archeological,  or  cultural  objects,  structures, 
or  sites. 

f .  Minimize  harmful  effects  of  dredged  ma¬ 
terial  and  solid  waste  dl^>osal,  turbidity, 
other  kinds  of  water  pollution,  and  noise  and 
air  pollution. 

g.  Restore  construction  sites  to  near  their 
natural  or  other  desirable  condition. 

OPERATION  AND  MAINTENANCE 

After  a  project  is  built  and  put  in  use,  the 
following  environmental  guidelines  will  ap¬ 
ply: 

a.  Manage  the  project  to  optimize  its  en¬ 
vironmental  quality  consistent  with  its  pur- 
pose(s). 

b.  Maintain  and,  to  the  fullest  extent 
practicable,  enhance  aesthetic,  historical, 
archeological,  and  cultural  values  of  the  proj¬ 
ect. 

c.  Periodically  review  and  update,  as  nec¬ 
essary.  the  project  Master  Plan,  operating 
and  management  reg^ulatlons,  and  the  im¬ 
pact  statement,  considering  changes  in  pub- 
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lie  req>oDM,  we,  end  coodltlons  affecting 
environmental  quality. 

d.  Prevent  or  minimize  air,  water  and 
solid  waste  pollution  and  otber  adverse  ef¬ 
fects  associated  wltli  Uie  project’s  operation 
and  Its  use  by  tbe  public. 

e.  Conduct  follow-up  environmental  stud¬ 
ies  on  a  selective  basis  to  assess  tbe  degree 
of  accuracy  of  the  environmental  statement 
ftnri  to  Identify  any  unforeseen  adverse  Im¬ 
pacts. 

f.  Institute  measures  to  ensure  that  13ie 
recommendations  In  the  plan  and  environ¬ 
mental  statement  are  being  followed. 

BXGtn.AToaT  ruwenoNB 

Tbe  Corps  of  Engineers  regulates  activities 
In  or  affecting  navigable  waters  of  the  United 
States,  the  of  dredged  or  fill  ma¬ 

terial  into  waters  of  the  United  States,  In¬ 
cluding  their  adjacent  and  contiguous  wet¬ 
lands.  and  the  tran^ortatlon  of  dredged 
material  for  the  purpose  of  dumping  It  Into 
ocean  waters. 

An  environmental  assessment  shall  be  re¬ 
quired  for  every  permit  ^plication,  and  an 
environmental  statement  will  be  required  for 
actions  which  could  result  In  significant 
negative  or  permanent  Impacts  to  the  envi¬ 
ronment. 

The  decision  whether  to  Issue  a  permit  will 
be  based  on  an  evaluation  of  the  probable 
impact  of  tbe  proposed  structure  or  work 
and  Its  Intended  use  on  the  public  Interest. 
That  decision  should  reflect  the  national 
concern  for  both  protection  and  utilization 
of  important  resources. 

All  factors  relevant  to  tbe  proposal  must 
be  considered.  Including  conservation,  eco¬ 
nomics.  aesthetics,  general  environmental 
concerns,  historic  values,  wetland  values,  fish 
and  wildlife  vsdues,  flood  damage  prevention, 
land  use  classifications,  navigation,  recrea¬ 
tion,  water  supply,  water  quality  and,  In  gen¬ 
eral.  the  needs  and  welfare  of  the  people. 

No  permit  shall  be  granted  unless  Its  is¬ 
suance  is  found  to  be  In  the  public  Interest. 

The  following  general  criteria  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  In  the  evaluation  of  every  applica¬ 
tion: 

a.  The  public  and  private  need  for  the 
proposed  structure  or  work. 

b.  The  desirability  of  using  alternative  lo¬ 
cations  and  methods  to  accomplish  the  ob¬ 
jective  of  the  proposed  structure  or  work, 

c.  The  extent  and  permanence  of  the  bene¬ 
ficial  and  detrimental  effects  which  the  pro¬ 
posed  structure  or  work  may  have,  and 

d.  The  probable  impact  of  each  proposal  In 
relation  to  the  cumulative  effect  created  by 
other  existing  and  anticipated  structures  or 
work  in  the  general  area. 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers 
to  give  special  consideration  to  applications 
for  activities  in  wetlands.  The  filling  or  re¬ 
claiming  of  wetlands  constitutes  a  permanent 
and  total  destruction  of  these  environmens 
and  should  be  distinguished  from  Impacts 
which  may  be  only  temporary  or  negligible. 
The  Corps  of  Engineers  recognizes  that  wet¬ 
lands  constitute  a  productive  and  valuable 
public  resource,  the  unnecessary  alteration 
or  destruction  of  which  should  be  discour¬ 
aged  as  contrary  to  the  public  interest.  In 
making  the  public  Interest  determination 
for  activities  involving  the  destruction  of 
wetlands.  Corps  officials  will  give  primary 
consideration  to  whether  the  activity  Is  de¬ 
pendent  on  being  In  the  water  resource  to 
frUflll  its  basic  purpose  and  whether  alterna¬ 
tive  sites  are  also  available.  To  further  as¬ 
sist  in  this  determination  with  respect  to 


NOTICES 

wetlands.  District  Engineers  should  strictly 
adhere  to  tbe  stringent  criteria  set  forth  tax 
Corps  of  Engineers  Begulatlnn  SB  CHt  909.- 
1^90<g)(8)  and  Environmental  Protection 
Agsney  Begulatloii  at  40  CKt  a30A(b)(8>, 
<aae  Appendix  B). 

Conclusion 

la  csaence,  we  seek  to  give  full  and  equal 
eoneldarmtlon  to  eavlronmental,  aa  well  aa 
economic,  englnaerlng,  and  other  consldera- 
tlona,  when  we  addreaa  Issuea  and  potential 
Corps  actions,  and  to  find  ways  to  conserve 
our  valuable  environmental  resources  In  ac¬ 
complishing  the  missions  assigned  to  us.  To 
achieve  these  ends,  we  require  a  full  sense 
of  mvlronmental  rasponslbUlty  in  every  em¬ 
ployee  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  we  In¬ 
vite  the  participation  of  all  other  concerned 
Asnerlcans. 

Appendix  B — Statutes,  Executive  Ouide- 

LXNES,  AND  APPLICABLE  FEDEEAL  REGULATIONS 

Associated  With  tbs  Envibonment 

■XATUTES 

a.  River  and  Harbor  Act,  March  3.  1699  (30 
SUt.  1161.  33  UH.C.  403)  (30  Stat.  1152,  33 
UH.C.407). 

b.  Section  4.  Flood  Control  Act  of  1944, 
December  22.  1944,  (Pub.  L.  534). 

c.  Fish  and  WUdllfe  Coordination  Act  of 
1958  (Pub.  L.  85-824).  as  amended  (16  U.S.C. 
661  ct  aeq.) ,  August  12, 1958. 

d.  Wild  and  Soanic  Rivers  Acts  of  1968, 
October  2.  1968,  (Pub.  L.  90-542) . 

e.  Federal  Water  Project  Recreation  Act  of 
1965  (Pub.  L.  89-72),  as  amended  (16  UJS.C. 
668aa-668ee).  July  9,  1965. 

f.  National  Environmental  Policy  Act  of 
1969  (Pub.  L.  91-190;  83  Stat.  852;  42  UJS.C. 
4221  et  seq.),  January  1,  1970,  hereinafter 
referred  to  as  NEPA. 

g.  Sections  122  and  209,  Pub.  L.  91-611,  (84 
Stat.  1818),  River  and  Harbor  Act  of  1970, 
December  31, 1970. 

h.  Sections  402  and  404,  Pub.  L.  92-500,  (66 
Stat.  816)  “Federal  Water  Pollution  Control 
Act  Amendments  of  1972,”  October  18,  1972. 

I.  Section  103,  Pub.  L.  92-532,  (86  Stet. 
1052)  ”Maiine  Protection,  Research  and 
Sanctuaries  Act  of  1972,"  October  23,  1972. 

J.  Pub.  L.  92-683  (  86  Stat.  1280),  “TlUe 
III — ^Management  of  the  Coastal  Zone.”  Oc¬ 
tober  27,  1972. 

k.  Pub.  L.  93-205,  (87  Stat.  884)  "En¬ 
dangered  Species  Act  of  1973,”  December  28, 
1973. 

l.  Sections  1  and  73,  Pub.  L.  93-251,  (88 
Stat.  12).  Water  Resources  Development  Act 
of  1974,  March  7, 1974. 

m.  Pub.  L.  93-291,  Preservation  of  Historic 
and  Archeological  Data  (88  Stat.  174) 
amending  Pub.  L.  86-523,  tbe  Reservoir  Sal¬ 
vage  Act  of  1960  (74  Stat.  220) .  May  24,  1974. 

Executive  Guidelines 

a.  Executive  Order  11514,  “Protection  and 
Enhancement  of  Environmental  Quality, 
March  6,  1970  (35  FR  4247,  March  7,  1970). 

b.  “Guidelines  for  Statements  on  Proposed 
Federal  Actions  Affecting  th®  Environment”, 
Council  on  Environmental  Quality  (CEQ), 
August  1,  1973  (38  FR  20550). 

c.  “Principles  and  Standards  for  Planning 
Water  and  Related  Land  Resources,”  Water 
Resources  Council  (WRC),  September  10, 
1973  (38  FR  24778  to  24869). 

Corps  of  Engineers  Regulations 

a.  ER  1105-2-11,  Preservation,  Restoration, 
and  Administration  of  Historic  and  Cultural 


Environment  (Change  1),  (Proposed  revision. 
40  FR  41636,  September  8.  1976). 

b.  BR  1106-2-12,  Archeological  Investiga¬ 
tions  and  Salvage  Activities.  (Proposed  re- 
vlskm.  40  nt  41686,  September  8,  1976). 

e.  HR  1108-2-13.  Aquatic  ITant  Oontrefi 
Programs. 

d.  BR  1105-2-22,  Urban  Studies  Program, 
(83  cm  Part  264). 

a.  BR  1106-2-60.  Continuing  Authorities 
Program.  (33  cm  Part  363) . 

f.  ER  1106-3-82,  Project  Deauthorization 
Review  Program,  (33  CFR  Part  266) . 

g.  EB  1105-2-129,  Preservation  and  En¬ 
hancement  of  Fish  and  Wildlife  Resources. 

h.  ER  1106-2-200,  Planning  Processes: 
Mnltlobjacttve  banning  Framework,  (33  CFR 
Part  290). 

L  ER  1105-2-210,  Planning  Processes:  Plan 
Development  Stages,  (33  CFR  Part  291). 

J.  ER  1105-2-220.  Planning  Processes: 
Problem  Identification  (Task  1),  (33  CFR 
Part  292). 

k.  BR  1106-2-230.  Planning  Processes: 
Formulation  of  Alternatives  (Task  2).  (33 
CFR  Part  293). 

l.  ER  1105-2-240,  Planning  Processes:  Im¬ 
pact  Assessment  (Task  3),  (33  CFR  Part 
294). 

m.  ER  1106-2-260,  Planning  Processes: 
Evaluation  (Task  4),  (33  CFR  Part  296). 

n.  EB  1105-2-602,  Public  Meetings.  (33 
CFR  209.405) . 

o.  ER  1105-2-607,  Preparation  and  Coordi¬ 
nation  of  Environmental  Statements.  (33 
CFR  209.410). 

p.  ER  1105-2-508,  Review  of  Environmental 
Impact  Statements  Prepared  by  otber  Agen¬ 
cies. 

q.  ER  1105-2-609,  Statement  of  Findings 
on  Impacts  of  Civil  Works  Actions. 

r.  ER  1105-2-800,  Public  Involvement: 
General  Policies,  (S3  CFR  Part  380). 

s.  ER  1105-2-811,  A-96  Clearinghouse  Co¬ 
ordination,  (33  CFR  Part  384). 

t.  ER  1105-2-021,  FeaslbUlty  Reports:  Sys¬ 
tem  of  Accounts,  (33  CFR  Part  393). 

u.  ER  1130-2-400,  Recreatlcm  Resource 
Management  of  Civil  Works  Water  Resource 
Projects. 

V.  ER  1130-2-405,  Use  of  Off  Road  Vehicles 
on  Civil  Works  Projects. 

w.  ER  1130-2-406,  Lakeshore  Management 
at  Civil  Works  Projects,  (36  CFR  Part  327). 

X.  ER  1130-2-407,  Operation  and  Testing 
of  Potable  Water  Systems. 

y.  ER  1130-2-413,  Pest  Control  Program 
for  Civil  Works. 

z.  ER  1165-2-2,  Consideration  of  Aesthetic 
Values  In  Water  Resource  Development. 

aa.  ER  1165-2-116,  Pollution  Control. 

bb.  ER  1166-2-400,  Recreation  Planning, 
Development  and  Management  Policies. 

cc.  “Permits  for  Activities  In  Navigable 
Waters  or  Ocean  Waters”,  Federal  Register, 
Volume  40 — Number  144,  Part  IV,  July  25, 
1975, 

APPLICABLE  FEDERAL  REGULATIONS 

a.  "Navigable  Waters,  Discharge  of  Dredged 
or  Fill  Material”,  (40  CFR  230.1-230.8) .  Envi¬ 
ronmental  Protection  Agency. 

b.  “Ocean  Dumping,  Proposed  Revision  of 
Regulations  and  Criteria”,  (40  CFR  Part* 
220-229),  Environmental  Protection  Agency. 
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